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Agenda

ÅHistory of Black History Month and Resources

ÅBlack History Month Taxonomy and What We Learned About 

BHM Programming in Public Libraries

ÅReaction to Findings and Practical Implications for Public 

Libraries

ÅDiscussion About Implications for YOUR Library
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Moderator & Presenters

Shauntee Burns-Simpson, MLIS

Deborah Robinson, MBA, Ph.D.
Grace Jackson-Brown, Ph.D., M.L.S.

Amita Lonial, MLIS

https://www.imls.gov/grants/awarded-grants?field_project_type=All&field_institution=&field_city=&field_state=All&field_recipient_type=All&search_api_views_fulltext=&search_api_log_number=LG-246429-OLS-20&field_fiscal_year_text=&sort_by=field_fiscal_year_text
https://imls.gov/grants/awarded/lg-246429-ols-20


A Taxonomy of Black History Month Programming in Public Libraries 

This project was made possible in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services grant - LG-246429-OLS-20

A Taxonomy of Black History Month Programming in Public Libraries 

This project was made possible in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services grant - LG-246429-OLS-20

History of Black History Month (BHM) 
and Resources

Dr. Grace Jackson-Brown
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BHM Programming in Public Libraries 

Development Periods 

üEarly Years, 1926 -- Mid-1960s
A period of segregation in public libraries

üGrowth Years, Late --1960s ï1999

A period of growth in both libraries and BHM

üTwenty-First Century Outlook -- The 2000s

A period of conversations & controversies about BHM

https://www.imls.gov/grants/awarded-grants?field_project_type=All&field_institution=&field_city=&field_state=All&field_recipient_type=All&search_api_views_fulltext=&search_api_log_number=LG-246429-OLS-20&field_fiscal_year_text=&sort_by=field_fiscal_year_text
https://imls.gov/grants/awarded/lg-246429-ols-20


A Taxonomy of Black History Month Programming in Public Libraries 

This project was made possible in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services grant - LG-246429-OLS-20

A Taxonomy of Black History Month Programming in Public Libraries 

This project was made possible in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services grant - LG-246429-OLS-20

ü1912 Woodson earns PhD from 

Harvard

ü1915 Woodson founds the Association 

for the Study of Negro History and Life 

ü1926 Negro History Week inaugurated 

ü1937 Negro History Bulletin co-

founded with educator Mary McLeod 

Bethune

Father of Black History

Founding of Negro History Week 

Carter G. Woodson

Key dates in development of  

Negro History Week
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üIn1886, Carnegie ñupstartedò the 

institution of public libraries

üOver the course of his lifetime 

Carnegie established 1,700 libraries

üCarnegie funded 137 ñwhites onlyò 

segregated libraries in the South

üCarnegie funded small percentage of 

Negro Libraries, the 1st in Louisville, 

KY

Development of Public Libraries 

Andrew Carnegie

Father of Public Libraries

Key Dates in the Development of

Public Libraries
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Black History is Living History

Louisville Public Library Western Branch 

100th Anniversary Ribbon Cutting

2005 IU Library Sci. Class Visit to the 

Western Branch during Anniversary
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Popular, Trade, & Scholarly Articles from the 

Early Years to the

Growth Years of NHW/BHM

NHW program publicity reached wide audiences through the Negro press and other 
popular media

Articles on NHW and education appeared regularly in the Negro History Bulletin; 
irregular coverage appeared in library trade journals or others 

Lƴ мфтсΣ bI² ǿŀǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ά.ƭŀŎƪ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ aƻƴǘƘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 
of African American Life and History (ASALH). 

Library literature about BHM programming in public libraries increased in the 1980s 
primarily as event news stories, few scholarly journal articles were published.
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BHM Resources Available through ASALH 

in the Black History Bulletin

The Black 
History Bulletin 

Provides 
Coverage of the 

Annual BHM 
Theme
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ÅHome Page

ÅAbout

ÅLiterature Review

ÅTaxonomy

ÅKey Findings

ÅResources

BHM Grant Website 
https://www.blackhistorymonth.bcala.org
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